“Yavneh College is a school which aspires to have the community at its
heart, and to be at the heart of the community.” (Spencer Lewis,
Headteacher, September 2013)
The school stresses the values and traditions of its Jewish heritage while
ensuring that pupils develop understanding, appreciation and respect for
those who come from other communities. As a school community, we feel
it is essential to positively engage with people in the local, national
and international communities as well as the wider Jewish
community. This integral goal is reflected in the school’s vision which
proudly states that Yavneh College is committed to,
 Developing a sense of pride and commitment to the community;
 Preparing pupils to cope with the challenges of a changing world;
 Creating graduates who care for others and contribute to the
community;
This leaflet is a celebration of some of the school’s current community
projects. It is a particularly dynamic aspect of school life and one
which we are determined to continually develop and enhance.
Daniel Marcus
Deputy Headteacher (community development)

Latest community activities
Words in
the
Wood
Y a v n e h
College is thrilled
to have participated in this
fantastic community project. Pupils and
teachers have really enjoyed the chance to work with
other schools/pupils in such a positive and fun way. We look
forward to being a part of this
event in coming years.
Yavneh College staff worked
with their counterparts at
Hertswood in using the Rabbit
Problem as a springboard for
projects in Art, Maths,
Geography and English.
Read more about this on the
next page.

75th anniversary of
Hillside School
This year marks the 75th
anniversary of Hillside School.
This was the school that
previously stood on our site. In
July, we hope to mark this
occasion by opening up our
school to ex staff and pupils of
Hillside. This will involve
researching the old site,
interviewing ex staff and pupils
and visiting the local
Borehamwood Museum. This
event will feature a display made
by our pupils and a presentation.

Words in the Wood (‘WW’)
 A ‘Unity tree’ was designed by Yavneh College and displayed in
the local public library as part of the ‘WW’ community project. All
13 local primary schools created leaves with their pupils’ aspirations
and dreams written on them. At the opening of the ‘WW’ exhibition,
the Mayor of Elstree & Borehamwood, Clive Butchins, told Yavneh
pupils that their Unity Tree is something “very positive which really
brings people together.”
 This year’s Word in the Wood book, ‘The Rabbit Problem’ by Emily Gravett is
based around an investigation undertaken by the mathematician, Fibonacci,
in the year 1202. Fibonacci took a look at how fast rabbits could breed in ideal
circumstances and his work led to the discovery of a mathematical sequence
known as the Fibonacci Sequence. Pupils in Year 8 were presented with a
number of investigations which all shed light on the Fibonacci Sequence.
 Pupils from Hertswood Academy and Yavneh participated together in the
‘Population Game’ in which they discovered complexities around population theory
through a fun, interactive activity. As part of an English Department initiative, the two schools also created
a suitcase full of items which the rabbits might own. Mr Marcus and Ms Edgar plan to arrange more joint
projects between the two schools which are a wonderful way of breaking down barriers and
concentrating on all that unifies us.

Hertsmere Forum of Faiths
A celebration of faiths was held earlier this year as part of National Inter Faith
week. This included St. Nicholas School, Yavneh College, Borehamwood Islamic
Society, Clore Shalom School, St Teresa’s Catholic Church, New Life Assembly, a
combined churches choir and other local faith groups. Our pupils really enjoyed
the opportunity to engage with people from other faiths and discover some
interesting similarities that many religions share.

Yoni Jessner Award
This initiative increases opportunities for
volunteering amonst Year 8 pupils and encourages
community links. It is run in conjunction with the JLGB and JVN.

Yad Yavneh
This social action project has been running at Yavneh for 4
years. Pupils, together with members of the Informal Jewish
Education Department, make food for disadvantaged
families through the charity, GIFT. Yad Yavneh is so popular and successful
that it runs bi-weekly.

Am Echad
This is the charity wing of Yavneh College which is
responsible for creating, designing and developing
charity events which raise money for the school’s
chosen charities. This year, we are supporting
Rachashei Lev (a children’s cancer charity),
Meningitis Now and Jewish Blind and Disabled. Am
Echad always picks one Anglo Jewish charity, one
UK-based non-Jewish charity and one Israeli charity
in order to support these 3 different communities.

Yavneh v’Chachmecha
A project which aims to produce a weekly Parsha
Sheet written by pupils which is then distributed to local communities.

Community Literacy
This year, a number of Literacy across the Curriculum initiatives have been
launched for the school community and the wider community. Projects include
the sending out of a ‘literacy guide’ to parents of Year 7 pupils upon joining
Yavneh; Working to support feeder and other primary schools with their pupils
aiming for the new Level 6 in their KS2 SATS English; The sharing of best practice
within literacy across the ‘School Alliance’ (Yavneh College, Dame Alice Owens,
Wroxham and Mount Grace), specifically the work on the Cross Phase Writing
Project and the invitation to Thomas Mills School to share Yavneh College best
practice.

Sport in the Community
Annual School Sports Partnership indoor athletics


Project involving Monksmead, HJPS, Clore Shalom, Saffron Green,
Cowley Hill and Kenilworth schools in order to build on the positive
relationships we have, and to share our sports expertise.

Young Sports Leaders initiative


Pupils go into local primary schools to lead sports sessions. This provides
excellent leadership training and provides role models and activities for
primary school pupils.

District School Competitions


Participation in district, and county school competitions run on a league basis in football, cricket, cross
country, rugby, basketball, netball, rounders, athletics and tennis. Schools involved are Dame Alice
Owens, Mount Grace, Monks Walk, Stanborough, Hertswood and Onslow St Audreys.



Maccabi events in which Yavneh participates with JFS, Immanuel, Hasmonean and King Solomon.

Computer programming skills
This term, all pupils in Year 8 will take part in a competition to
see who can create the best computer game. The young
coders will work in teams of two to pit their wits against each
other in order to make a game which both uses great
computer programming skills and excites the player. They
will then present these games in class and the best ones will
be put forward for the Coding Cup against learners at
Hertswood Academy. The winner will be selected by a
member of the Computer Science department from the
University of Hertfordshire.

Forensic Science & Safe Cracking
Forensic sessions open to Year 5 primary schools
which engage and enthuse all pupils as to the
wonders of science through a variety of different
activities.
Weizmann Safe Cracking competition held with
other competing schools in order to think,
experience and digest Physics.

Advanced Learning Alliance
Yavneh College are proud to be a part of The Advanced Learning Alliance
alongside:
Chancellor's School
Dame Alice Owen's School
Hertswood Academy
Mount Grace School
Queen Elizabeth's School
Rickmansworth School
The Park
Watford Grammar School For Boys
Watford Grammar School For Girls
Wroxham School (primary) with whom we work to provide shared CPD
opportunities as outlined on http://www.advancedlearningalliance.co.uk/ and
undertake research projects such as the Cross Phase Literacy Project.
Over the last year, Yavneh College has worked closely with the partner schools to
share expertise regarding issues surrounding Quality Assurance and tracking of
teaching; our CPD sessions offered have been attended by teachers from other
schools and we have welcomed colleagues in from other schools who have
wanted experience or advice from our staff about how best to run their
departments or who wish to gain experience on the Senior Leadership Team. In the
summer term Yavneh College will be delivering sessions on a ‘Aspiring to Middle
Leadership’ course open to all partner schools. We have participated in the EPD
(Extended Professional Development) qualification run in conjunction with the
University of Hertfordshire which encourages action research, the results of which is
then shared with all interested parties across the Alliance. We all agree that
together we are stronger and we are delighted to be able to work within such an
open, honest and supportive framework.
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