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The Chief Rabbi, Sir Jonathan 

Sacks, addressed a packed audience 

of parents, staff and governors on 12 

December, focussing on the central-

ity of education in Judaism, the cru-

cial role that it has played in ensur-

ing the survival of the Jewish people 

throughout the ages and its continu-

ing importance in the modern age. 

Sir Jonathan spoke highly of the 

impact that Yavneh College has al-

ready made within the Jewish com-

munity and expressed his confi-

dence that the school will achieve 

truly wonderful things for our chil-

dren. 

Chanukah provided us with an op-

portunity to welcome special guests 

to our afternoon chanukiah lighting 

on three successive days. Our first 

guest, Mr Malcolm Gordon, Chair 

of Governors, spoke of his pleasure 

at seeing the school become a reality 

after the many  years of planning. 

The following day, Rabbi Plancy 

managed the difficult feat of amus-

ing the children while at the same 

time providing them with an insight 

into the meaning of the festival. Our 

final guest Mr Ernest Kolman had 

Year 7 totally absorbed by his mov-

ing description of the fate of the 

Jawne Gymnasium (Yavneh gram-

mar school) in Koln, Germany, in 

the 1930s. In June 1939, the 12-

year-old Ernest was sent with a 

group of pupils and teachers to 

England, but many other children 

were not as fortunate and perished 

in the Holocaust. In speaking to our 
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modern-day Yavneh pupils, Mr Kol-

man helped to keep alive the mem-

ory of their counterparts.  
 

What better way to end our first term 

at Yavneh College than with a 

fabulous afternoon of bouncy 

castles, doughnut stalls and games, 

followed by an evening concert 

packed with music, fun and 

celebration, with every pupil 

performing on stage? 

 

My sincere thanks to the many staff 

who were involved in assisting with 

rehearsals, shlepping instruments to 

Borehamwood synagogue, selling 

refreshments and supervising pupils. 

Special thanks must go, however, to 

our wonderful music teacher, Miss 

Landsman, for working so hard to 

produce a feast of musical entertain-

ment, and to Madame Blakeley for 

demonstrating that learning French 

through song is such great fun, to 

Mrs Jacobson for helping Am Echad 

to prepare a marvellous collection of 

stalls for the Chanukah fair and to 

Mr Marcus for ensuring that the 

sports hall was filled to the roof with 

an amazing collection of bouncy 

castles. 

 

When I spoke at the Open Evening 

in September 2005, I promised that 

our school would be a Jewish school, 

not simply a school for Jewish chil-

dren, and that it would have state-of-

the-art buildings, excellent staff, 

high standards of teaching, learning 

and behaviour and a wide extracur-

ricular programme. In acting upon 

these promises and choosing a brand 

new school for their child’s secon-

dary education, parents were being 

asked to make a bold decision, based 

simply on trust.  As the autumn term 

drew to a close, it was with great 

pleasure, therefore, that I was able to 

look back at what we had achieved  

since the Open Evening and find that 

none of those promises have been 

broken. Yavneh College is now well 

on its way to fulfilling the final prom-

ise I made that day  -  that we will 

become a flagship school for the Jew-

ish community. 



Should parents ever 
have any concerns 

about security in the 
vicinity of the school, 

please  
contact the CST on  
020 8457 9999 

NOVELTIES  
DIRECT 

 

Wholesale Party  

Novelties 
For your 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

Based in Borehamwood 
www.novelties-direct.co.uk 

or call Simone Snow 

08453 31 34 31 

 
Important dates for your diary! 

 
 Monday 26 February       -      7PL Parents’ Evening     
   Wednesday 28 February        -      7SHS Parents’ Evening 

  Monday 5 March       -      7DJ Parents’ Evening 

   Friday 20 - Sunday 22 April   -      Year 7 Shabbaton 

                             

The Three Faiths Forum 
 

We were delighted to welcome The Three 

Faiths Forum to Yavneh College on 9 De-

cember. Representatives from Islamic Relief, 

the Hindu Forum and the Centre for Informal 

Jewish Education addressed pupils on the 

theme of ‘charity’, pointing out the many 

similarities that exist between the attitudes of 

Islam, Hinduism and Judaism to this impor-

tant precept. The pupils listened very atten-

tively to the speakers and asked thoughtful 

questions, prompting all three speakers to tell 

Dr Coleman that they wished that they could 

teach in a school with such well-behaved, 

intelligent children like these. 
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Report by 
Talia Album, Natasha Banks, Lauren Shrier 

 
 

On 11th December, Lee Weatherby came 
to visit the children at Yavneh College. She 
spoke about a selection of her many 
books, including her most famous; Child X. 
The children then had a chance to experi-
ence a workshop led by her.  Throughout 
the workshop, the children asked ques-
tions that they thought would help improve 
their writing. Lauren Shrier said ‘Ms Weath-
erby’s talk was very inspiring and it encour-
aged me to start writing more!’ 
 

Simcha 
Make-up 

By Michelle Abels 
Professional make-up 

for that special 
occasion by one of the UK’s 
most experienced Film, TV 

and celebrity make-up artists 
25% discount for Yavneh 

Parents 
Call Michelle on 
07850 054634 

Badminton match report 
 

Yavneh College v Hertswood School 
 

Monday 4 December 2006 
 

Yavneh College boys played their first-

ever badminton match against Hertswood 

School. The format for the friendly was 

four boys’ singles and two boys’ doubles. 

Daniel Maya, our No. 1 singles player, 

started the team off with a convincing win 

21-15. The scoring system has recently 

changed at both junior and senior level, 

which put Ms Smith’s umpiring skills to 

the test, having played by the old rules for 

over 20 years. Under  the new rules, you 

score on every point and play to 21. Daniel 

Myers, our No. 2  singles, also won 21-13. 

The No. 3 and No. 4 singles, Max Goott 

and Jordan Rinsler, fought hard but were 

narrowly defeated 21-14 and 22-20. The 

double followed suit with our top pair 

winning and the second pairing only just 

losing. A draw was therefore the final 

result. 

 

Congratulations to all pupils! 
 

A great match played in excellent spirits 

by all. We look forward to many more 

friendly sporting competitions with our 

neighbour school. 

 

Ms Smith, Head of PE 

Football match report 
 

Yavneh College v Westfield School 
 

Tuesday 12 December 2006 
 

Yavneh College football team played their 

first match against Westfield School from 
Watford. The excitement and anticipation 

surrounding this fixture was evident around 

the school from both players and staff.  The 
school football kit had been kindly sponsored 

by uniform4kids.com and, once changed, the 

boys had their first team talk from Ms Smith 
and Mr Brennan (football coach). 

 

The team began outstandingly and it was 
clear from the outset that they were strong 

and organised. It was not long before Zack 

Cohen was celebrating a great goal along 
with spectating pupils and staff. In the second 

half, Harry Moss consolidated the score line 

with another great goal. A special mention to 
both David Myers and Sam Singer for some 

outstanding saves, resulting in a clean sheet. 

 
Well done to all the players and pupils, staff 

and parents for their support. Thanks also to 

Mr Brennan for his help in coaching the 
team. 
 

Squad 

 
David Myers, Ben Bazini, Nirvana Mitchell, 

Richard Reback, Max Goott, Adam Issacs, 

Sam Phillips, Harry Moss, James Nagioff 
(Captain), Mitchell Mayer, Zack Cohen, Sam 

Demby, Sam Singer, Joshua Weiner, Josh 

Brennan 
 

Ms Smith, Head of PE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There have recently been a few 
instances where homework has 

been emailed to the school office, 
with a request that it be printed 

out and passed to the teacher con-
cerned.  Please note that we can-

not assist with such requests. 



 
 

The final assembly of term was marked by the presentation of certificates to pupils. We were delighted that 
so many individuals had worked sufficiently hard to be able to be honoured in this way.  

 
Below are the names of those pupils who were awarded silver or gold certificates for accumulating 15+ or 25+ 

credits respectively. Pupils who accumulated 6+ credits received bronze awards. 
 

 
Gold Award 

 

Rachel Kass, Harry Moss, Jordan Rinsler 
 

Silver Award 
 

 Laura Abels, Shira Amir, Natasha Banks, Joshua Brennan, Ben Charbit, Ryan Fairbanks, Harrison Posner,  

 Nicole Grossman, Daniel Maya, Jamie Nagioff,  Emily Simmons, Lewis Silver, Daniella Travis, Jessica Tray 

 

 

 

 

 

Heads of Departments awarded certificates for those pupils who had made outstanding effort and progress as 
listed below 

 
 
Subject     Effort     Progress 

 

Art     Louis Pampel    Adam Ingram 

     Georgia Inerfield    Milly Gale 

Enterprise    Ben Charbit    Max Goot 

     Ellen Conway    Sarah Cook 

Drama     Joshua Brennan    Joshua Weiner 

     Darcy Golding    Natasha Greene 

Design Tech    Jake Jacobs    Ben Bazini 

     Sarah Cook    Channie Orchant 

English     Jordan Rinsler    Ben Sandford 

     Talia Album    Shira Amir 

French     Lewis Silver    Daniel Maya 

     Sasha Hilton    Orli Gilmore 

Geography    Adam Ingram    Richard Reback 

     Sarah Ely     Charlotte Pearlman 

History     Daniel Levy    Jordan Rinsler 

     Nicole Grossman    Daniella Travis 

ICT     Marcus Coleman    Sammy Gilmore 

     Georgina Kemball    Jessica Tray 

Maths     Daniel Maya    Oliver Davis, Harry Moss 

     Michaela Green    Georgia Goldberg 

Modern Hebrew    Daniel Maya    Zack Cohen 

     Talia Album    Milly Gale 

Music     Ben Bogush    Zack Cohen 

     Shelley Cukier    Gabrielle Symons 

PE     David Myers    Jamie Nagioff 

     Elkie Ben Hur    Danielle Gold 

Science     Jake Jacobs    Harry Rothband 

     Talia Album    Laura Abels 

Jewish History    Ben Bazini    Jamie Nagioff 

     Lauren Shrier    Natasha Banks 

Tenach     Lewis Silver    Zack Cohen, Adam Isaacs 

     Rachel Kass    Bronte Snow 

 
 



 

CHANUKAH FAIR 

CHANUKAH CONCERT 



 
 
 
 
 

 
TO YAVNEH COLLEGE’S 

FIRST BA YOUNG INVESTIGATORS 
BRONZE AWARD PUPILS 

 
 

BEN BOGUSH 
and 

BEN HILSENRATH 
 
 

WHO HAVE BOTH SUCCESSFULLY 
ACHIEVED THE PRESTIGIOUS 

BA AWARD IN 
SCIENCE ENRICHMENT 

AT BRONZE LEVEL 
 


